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Claim (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first time interval is an overtime trigger interval 
representing a time interval during which an overtime condition can cause extension of a closing 
time; 




h) determining w hether said first ove rtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 



extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination. 

Claim i43:6^(Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic aucfion, 
comprising: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said second time interval is an overtime extension 
interval representing a time interval to extend a closing time; 

h) determining w hether said first ove rtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 
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£) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

0 

Claim M4r (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids; 

assigning an ordinal rank to each bid from a best bid to a worst bid; and 
receiving a bid having an ordinal rank that is within a predefined number of rank 

ordinal positions of best bid; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condifion occurs during said first time 

interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 




Claim 446.^''^(Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising : 
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a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first Qvertime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids each having a bid price; 
ordering each bid fi"om a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 
receiving a bid having a bid price within a predefined price of said best bid price; 
h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

extending said first closing rime using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

Claim 14^. (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic aucrion, 
comprising: 

a) defining a first rime interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing rime for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurahty of bids each having a bid price; 
ordering each bid from a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 
receiving a bid having a bid price within a predefined percentage of said best bid 

price; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 
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£) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

Claim (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises receiving a bid 
firom a predefined bidder; 

h) determining w hether said first ove rtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



Claim iS^S^ (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a first set of bids; 

determining a first fi-equency for said first set of bids; and 
receiving a second set of bids at a second fi-equency; 
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h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
inte rva l; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



Claim -tSir {^\ (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids fi^om a group of bidders; 
generating a statistical analysis parameter for said received bids; and 
matching said statistical analysis parameter with a predefined statistical analysis 

parameter; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occ urs during said first time 
interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



Claim +53-.^^^ (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139,] A method to control overtime in an electronic auction 
comprising: 
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a) defining a first time inte rva l, a second time interval, a first Qve rtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids from a bidder; 

generating a statistical analysis parameter for said received bids; and 
matching said statistical analysis parameter with a predefined statistical analysis 

parameter; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
inte rva l; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time inte rva l in accordance 
m\h said determination. 

Claim (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139, further comprising:] A method to control overtime in an 
electronic auction, comprising: 

a) defining a first time inte rva l, a second time inte rva l, a first ove rtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot; 

h) determining w hether said first ove rtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination; 

d) modifying at least one of said first time interval, said second time interval and 
said first overtime condition; and 
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fi) performing (b) and (c) using said at least one modified first time interval, second 
time interval and first overtime condition. 

Claim 445t (Amended) 

[The method of claim 139, further comprising:] A method to control overtime in an 
electronic auction, comprising: 

^ defining a first time inte rva ls a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
inte rva l; 

extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination; 

d) defining a third time interval, a fourth time interval, a second overtime condition 
and a second closing time for a second lot; 

fi) determining whether said second overtime condition occurs during said third time 
interval; and 

f) extending said second closing time using said fourth time interval if said second 
overtime condition occurs. 



Claim H6t (Amended) 



[The method of claim 139,] A method to control Qve rtime in an electronic auction, 





t 



• 




U.S. APPLICATION NO. 09/311,557 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 046700-5004-01 

Page 9 



a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first lot comprises at least one of a custom 
industrial product and material, and at least one of said first time interval, said second time 
interval and said first overtime condition is defined in accordance with said at least one of a 
custom industrial product and material; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



[The method of claim 139,] A method to control ove rtime in an electronic auction, 
comprising: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 



h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

C) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination. 



Claim Wt. (Amended) 



receiving a plurality of bids each having a bid price; 



ordering each bid fi*om a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 



receiving a bid having a bid price other than said best bid price; 
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Claim 444^^''^ (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first time interval is an overtime trigger interval 
representing a time interval during which an overtime condition can cause extension of a closing 
time; 



h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
inte rva l; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

Claim t62:^ (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by p erforming: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said second time interval is an overtime extension 
interval representing a time interval to extend a closing time; . 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
inte rva l; and 
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c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

Claim (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids; 

assigning an ordinal rank to each bid fi^om a best bid to a worst bid; and 
receiving a bid having an ordinal rank that is within a predefined number of rank 
ordinal positions of best bid; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



Claim -t65r7 ( (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
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receiving a plurality of bids each having a bid price; 

ordering each bid from a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 

receiving a bid having a bid price within a predefined price of said best bid price; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 

interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination. 

Claim 466r (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids each having a bid price; 
ordering each bid from a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 
receiving a bid having a bid price within a predefined percentage of said best bid 

price; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

extending said first closing time using said second fime interval in accordance 
with said determination. 
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Claim (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing fime for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises receiving a bid 
fi-om a predefined bidder; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occ urs during said first fime 
interval; and 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination. 



Claim 4^ "^^C Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first fime interval, a second fime interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing fime for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a first set of bids; 

determining a first firequency for said first set of bids; and 
receiving a second set of bids at a second fi*equency; 
h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 
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c) extending said First closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



Claim m: Tf (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 
receiving a plurality of bids from a group of bidders; 
generating a statistical analysis parameter for said received bids; and 
matching said statistical analysis parameter with a predefined statistical analysis 

parameter; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

£) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 

Claim -¥^1 (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158 J A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control ove rtime in an electronic auction^ by performing: 

a) defining a first time inte rva l a second time inte rva l a first ove rtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 



l-WA/ 1500740.1 




U.S. APPLICATION NO. 09/311,557 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 046700-5004-01 

Page 15 

receiving a plurality of bids from a bidder; 

generating a statistical analysis parameter for said received bids; and 
matching said statistical analysis parameter with a predefined statistical analysis 

parameter; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

£) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination. 

Claim ¥Br (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158, fiirther comprising] A machine-readable 
medium whose contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by 
performing: 

^ defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; 

c) extending said first closing time using said second fime interval in accordance 
with said determination; 

d) modifying at least one of said first time interval, said second time interval and 
said first overtime condition; and 
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£) performing (b) and (c) using said at least one modified first time interval, second 
time interval and first overtime condition. 



Claim ¥f4: (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158, further comprising] A machine-readable 
medium whose contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by 
performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; 

c) extending said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination; 

d) defining a third time interval, a fourth time interval, a second overtime condition 
and a second closing time for a second lot; 

£) determining whether said second overtime condition occurs during said third time 
interval; and 

f) extending said second closing time using said fourth time interval if said second 
overtime condition occurs. 
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Si 



Claim 4^ (Amended) 

[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control Qvertime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

4 defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condition and 
a first closing time for a first lot, w^herein said first lot comprises at least one of a custom 
industrial product and material, and at least one of said first time interval, said second time 
interval and said first overtime condition is defined in accordance with said at least one of a 
custom industrial product and material; 

h) determining whether said first overtime condition occurs during said first time 
interval; and 

c) extendin g said first closing time using said second time interval in accordance 
with said determination . 



[The machine-readable medium of claim 158,] A machine-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer to control overtime in an electronic auction, by performing: 

a) defining a first time interval, a second time interval, a first overtime condifion and 
a first closing time for a first lot, wherein said first overtime condition comprises: 



Claim ¥ftr (Amended) 



receiving a plurahty of bids each having a bid price; 



ordering each bid fi*om a best bid price to a worst bid price; and 



receiving a bid having a bid price other than said best bid price; 
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